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DETAILED ACTION 

WITHDRAWN REJECTIONS 

1 . The 35 U.S.C. 102(b) rejection of Claims 1 - 6 as being anticipated by Duynslager et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,769,267), of record on page 2 of the previous Action, is withdrawn. 

NEW REJECTIONS 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5 - 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mansell de 
May (U.K. Patent 1,164,141) in view of Konefal (U.S. Patent No. 5,914,381). 

With regard to Claim 5, Mansell de May discloses a blow molded (page 1, lines 21 - 31) 
container (capsule; page 2, lines 1 - 6), therefore having a wall, for delivering a laundry 
composition (detergent; page 2, line 99) having a film that is dissolved with the container is 
exposed to water to expose perforations (page 2, lines 99 - 109); the film is therefore a material 
that dissolves at an intended aqueous destination site, leaving perforations. Mansell de May fails 
to disclose a container which is injection molded. 

Konefal teaches that it is well - known in the art to blow mold a container from a parison 
that is injection molded (column 1, lines 18 - 23) for the purpose of obtaining a container 
having any desired size or shape (column 1, lines 13-15). The desirability of providing for 
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injection molding in Mansell de May, which is a container, would therefore be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art. 

It therefore would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
Applicant's invention was made to have provided for injection molding in Mansell de May in 
order to obtain a capsule having any desired size or shape as taught by Konefal. 

With regard to Claim 6, the material disclosed by Mansell de May comprises polyvinyl 
alcohol (page 2, line 101). 

4. Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35-U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mansell de 
May (U.K. Patent 1,164,141) in view of Konefal (U.S. Patent No. 5,914,381) and further in view 
of Ehrlich (U.S. Patent No. 4,099,912). 

Mansell de May and Konefal disclose a container for detergent having a water - soluble 
film as discussed above. With regard to Claims 1-3, Mansell de May and Konefal fail to 
disclose a water soluble film comprising gelatin. 

Ehrlich teach a film comprising gelatin for a container (column 8, lines 43 - 47) for the 
purpose of containing a detergent with additional agents having sequestering properties (column 
8, lines 47 - 53). One of ordinary skill in the art would therefore have recognized the advantage 
of providing for the film of Ehrlich in Mansell de May and Konefal, which comprises an 
container detergent, depending on the desired containment of the end product. 

It therefore would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
Applicant's invention was made to have provided for a water soluble film comprising gelatin in 
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Mansell de May and Konefal in order to contain a detergent with additional agents having 
sequestering properties as taught by Ehrlich. 

With regard to Claim 4, the container disclosed by Mansell de May comprises an 
elongate tubular package having a closed rounded end as shown in Figure 8. 



ANSWERS TO APPLICANT'S ARGUMENTS 

5. Applicant's arguments and amended claims regarding the 35 U.S.C. 102(b) rejection of 
Claims 1 - 6 as being anticipated by Duynslager et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,769,267), of record in 
the previous Action, have been considered and have been found to be persuasive. The rejection is 
therefore withdrawn. The new rejections above are directed to amended Claims 1 - 6. The 
amendment has been entered, and prosecution re - opened, because although the previous Action . 
was intended to be non - final, it appears that Applicant thought that the Action was final, and 
therefore responded with an amendment that was received by the Office as after - final. Re - 
opening prosecution will serve to clear what appears to have been confusion between the 
Applicant and the Office. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marc A Patterson whose telephone number is 571-272-1497. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Harold Pyon can be reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Marc A. Patterson, PhD. 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1772 



